
Writes 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATE^^■S AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington. D.C. 20231 ^ 



r 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



09/525. 365 



03/15/0 0 



FORBEIS 



2-5127-0:13 



r 



MMCI/OSIO 



MICHAEL. 0 STURM 
HENDERSON ?/ STURM 
206 SIXTH AVENUE 
SUITE 1213 

DES MOINES lA 50309-4076 



EXAMINER 



DANG-K 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2S37 
DATE MAILED: 



09/10/01 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 

•U.S. GPO: 2000-473-000/44602 



1- File Copy 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/525,365 



Appltcant(s) 

Forbes et al. 



Examiner 

Khanh Dang 



Art Unit 

2837 




~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
' Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jul 12, 2001 . 

2a) K This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x pa/Te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-13 Is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K Claim(s) 3-13 is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)n All b)n Some* c)^ None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e), 

Attachment(s) 

1 5) □ Notice of References Cited tPTO-892) 18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-4131 Paper No(s). 

1 6) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 1 9) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

17) n Information Disclosure StatBment(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 20) Q Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kotera et 
al. 

See last Office Action 



2. Applicant's arguments did not relate to any specific language of the claims. It is the 
examiner's position that using fiber glass in Kotera et al is clearly within the level of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the claimed invention was made. In any event, the arguments of applicants 
cannot take the place of evidence in the record. The specification, page 7, lines 4-6, clearly states 
that the invention works well with any known acoustic materials. 

3. Claims 3-13 are allowed. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until afl;er 



Response to Arguments 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to K. Dang at telephone 
number (703) 308-0211. 
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